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Black Rock Baptist Church 
1006 Old Richburg Road,  Chester, SC 

According to church history, Black Rock Baptist Church was 
founded in 1853 by the Rev. Leroy Featherstone, who served as its 
pastor for 67 years. It began as brush arbor constructed of tree limbs 
laid on cane poles. Not only was Black Rock a place for social gath-
ering and spiritual instruction, but it also served as a site to educate 
black children. The school at Black Rock was established in 1884 by 
Mansel P. Hall, a local minister who later founded Friendship Junior 
College in Rock Hill.  Black Rock, as it is today, was constructed 
in 1920 and remodeled in the late 1960s. View from outside; open 
on Sundays. (803) 385-5425.

Brainerd Institute 
Marquis Street (near the intersection of Loomis Street),                

Chester, SC 
Brainerd Institute was one of several educational institutions for 
freed slaves started by the Board of Missions for Freedmen of the 
Presbyterian Church USA. Brainerd began in 1866 when Miss E.E. 
Richmond and Miss Carolyn I. Kent, both white, came to Chester 
from New York and New Jersey, respectively, to teach African-
American students. They operated a day school, a night school and 
a Sunday school. Brainerd, formally organized in 1868, was a feeder 
school for many colleges, including Benedict College, Johnson C. 
Smith University and Howard University. Decline in enrollment 
and financial problems forced Brainerd to close, and she graduated 
her last class in 1939. Today one building, Kumler Hall, remains on 
the 18-acre campus. Efforts are under way to beautify the campus 
and to preserve and restore this building. Two historical markers 
commemorate Brainerd: the one on Cemetery Street designates 
Brainerd’s inclusion on the National Register of Historical Places; 
the other, erected in 1997, is located near the site of the campus on 
Lancaster Street.

Burrel Hemphill Monument       
  Hopewell ARP Church

1341 Hopewell Church Road, Blackstock, SC
Burrel Hemphill was a slave in the household of the very wealthy 
bachelor, Robert Hemphill, during the Civil War. He, reportedly, 
was tortured to death by troops from Sherman’s Army. The story 
goes that when the soldiers approached the Hemphill estate, Robert 
fled to North Carolina. Burrel remained and the soldiers demanded 
that he reveal the hiding places of the Hemphill family’s silverware, 
other valuables and money. Whether or not Burrel was actu-
ally privy to the information is not known. A granite monument 
erected by the white members of the Hopewell community in later 
years reads: “In Memory of 
Burrel Hemphill Killed by 
Union Soldiers February, 
1865. Although a Slave He 
Gave His Life Rather Than 
Betray a Trust. He Was 
a Member of Hopewell.” 
Directions: Off Hwy. 321 
south of Chester. (803) 581-
3818.

Carmel United Presbyterian Church
134 Walnut Street, Chester, SC

In its early days, Carmel served as a worship center for the students 
and faculty at Brainerd Institute. The organizing of the church, as 
led by Reverend Samuel Loomis in 1868, was known as the Chester 
Mission. Since its beginnings, Carmel has focused on the religious 
training of African-American youths. View from outside; open on 
Sundays. (803) 385-5471. Special tours by advance appointment. 
(803) 385-6800 or (800) 728-1842. 

Metropolitan AME Zion Church
182 York Street, Chester, SC

Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) Church 
was started in 1866 as a brush arbor church, a structure made of 

Kumler Hall, the lone remaining building on the
Brainerd Institute campus
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poles and covered with tree branches and bushes by freed slaves. 
The first wooden structure was built by the church’s congrega-
tion in 1874. It was replaced by the current brick Romanesque 
Revival building in 1913. View from outside; open on Sundays. 
(803)385-2809.

Coulter Academy & Second Presbyterian Church 
Second Street, Cheraw, SC 

The academy was founded in 1881 along with, and as a part of, the 
Second Presbyterian Church. The school was named for a long 
time supporter, Caroline E. Coulter of Hanover, Indiana who was 
secretary of the Women’s Department of the Board of Missions 
for Freedmen. The goal of the school was to provide an education 
for the county’s African-American population. Coulter eventually 
became a co-educational boarding school with a high school and 
a junior college. 509 students were enrolled in 1943. The first high 
school graduating class was in 1925; the last around 1950. The acad-
emy merged with the public school system in 1949 and was last used 
as a school in 1955. Today a marker has been erected at the original 
site in front of the Masonic Lodge, once the academy’s administra-
tion building. Students from Coulter have made careers in almost 
every walk of life, including doctors, lawyers, teachers, business-
men and ministers. Each spring the Coulter Memorial Academy 
Reunion is held in celebration of the school and its alumni. For more 
information contact the Cheraw Visitors Bureau, (888) 537-0014.

Dizzy Gillespie Home Site Park
Huger Street, Cheraw, SC 

Cheraw’s Dizzy Gillespie Home Site Park celebrates the life of 
the “King of Jazz.” It features eclectic steel benches and a trumpet 

sculpture designed by Cheraw students under the direction of 
South Carolina artist Bob Doster who also fashioned the stainless 
steel fence depicting the score of “Salt Peanuts”. A South Caro-
lina Historic Marker details highlights of his life. The inscription 
reads “John Birks ‘Dizzy’ Gillespie” was born in a house on this 
site on Oct. 21, 1917. His family lived here until they moved to 
Philadelphia in 1935. A founder of modern jazz, Gillespie was an 
innovative trumpeter and bandleader known for his bent horn, 
bulging cheeks, sense of humor, and showmanship. In the 1950s 
he became a good will ambassador for the US State Department, 
playing concerts around the world. Gillespie was invited to perform 
at the White House by eight presidents from Eisenhower to George 
Bush. He received the National Medal of Arts, the highest prize 
awarded to an American artist, in 1989 and received the Kennedy 
Center Honors in 1990 for his lifetime contributions to American 
culture. Among his best-known songs were a “A Night In Tunisia” 
and “Salt Peanuts”. He died in New Jersey Jan. 6, 1993.” Cheraw 
also celebrates Dizzy’s life with the South Carolina Jazz Festival 
the third weekend in October. For more information or a free self 
guide to Dizzy Gillespie related sites, contact the Cheraw Visitors 
Bureau, (888) 537-0014.

Dizzy Gillespie Statue 
Town Green (Market Street), Cheraw, SC 

Jazz king Dizzy Gillespie (1917-1993) virtuoso trumpeter, composer 
and founder of modern jazz is now playing a long term gig in his 
hometown of Cheraw. A seven foot bronze statue of Gillespie-
cheeks bulged to play his trademark bent horn-was unveiled in 
October 2002 on the 85th anniversary of his birth. Born John 
Birks Gillespie, Dizzy attended the public schools in Cheraw and 
graduated from Robert Smalls School in 1933. It was in Cheraw that 
Dizzy first played in a band and first performed in public. Because 
of his musical talents, he received a scholarship to the Laurinburg 
Institute in North Carolina. Dizzy and his family attended Wesley 
Memorial United Methodist Church (c. 1915) on Greene Street. As 
a child, Dizzy was fascinated by the movies. He became so adept 
at sneaking in to see the shows that the theater manager gave him 
the job of keeping the other kids from doing the same. His pay was 
that he got to see the movies for free. The theater, built in 1920, was 
then called the Lyric Theater. Recently renovated, it is now known 

The site of Coulter Academy is 
indicated by this marker

Historic Second
Presbyterian Church

Dizzy will forever blow his horn in 
his hometown of Cheraw
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as The Theater on the Green and is used for live performances. The 
statue was designed by internationally known artist Ed Dwight. 
Cheraw also celebrates Dizzy’s life with the South Carolina Jazz 
Festival the third weekend in October. For more information or a 
free self guide to Dizzy Gillespie related sites, contact the Cheraw 
Visitors Bureau, (888) 537-0014.

Horace King & the Cheraw Bridge Riverside Park
NE Church Street, Cheraw, SC

Horace King was born a slave in Cheraw around 1807. He was sold 
to the Godwin family in 1829. Under the guidance of John Godwin 
and by working with his bridge building company, Horace soon 
gained the knowledge and experience that would make him one of 
the most respected engineers in the South. After his release from 
slavery in 1846, King formed his own construction company. Prior 
to the Civil War, he built bridges in Georgia and Alabama. During 
the war, he built several different types of bridges for the Confed-
eracy. In the post war era, the prosperous King Brothers Bridge 

Company rebuilt bridges that were destroyed during the conflict. 
Most of the bridges built by Horace King are gone today. A marker 
over the Pee Dee River in Cheraw discusses the Ithiel Town bridge 
where King learned his engineering skills. A remnant of the bridge 
is on display at the Lyceum Museum (Town Green, Market Street). 
The museum is opened upon request at the Cheraw Chamber of 
Commerce, 221 Market Street, (843)  537-7681. For special tours, 
contact the Cheraw Visitors Bureau, (888) 537-0014.

Pee Dee Union Baptist Church
92 Chestnut Street, Cheraw, SC

This church  was formally organized in 1867, shortly after the Civil 
War, when 285 black members of Cheraw Baptist Church asked 
and received permission to organize a separate church. The Rev. 
Wisdom London, the first pastor here, preached from a platform 
erected on this site until a sanctuary was built.  The first church 
here was destroyed by a tornado in 1912.  The present brick church, 
replacing the original one destroyed by the tornado, was begun in 
1912. Pee Dee Baptist has a large and active congregation. View 
from outside; open on Sundays (843) 537-5642.

Southern African-American Heritage Center
125 Kershaw  Street, Cheraw, SC

The Southern African American Heritage Center is dedicated to 
collecting, documenting and preserving the contributions of Afri-
can Americans from Chesterfield County.  Visitors will find docu-
ments and artifacts on display that offer an insight into local history 
and culture for African Americans from the 1800s to the mid 1900s.  
Features of the center’s collection include, Dizzy Gillespie, Coulter 
Memorial Academy, Long High School, Civil Rights documents, 
church history and photographs of Horace King.  Please call for 
center operating hours, (843) 921-9989. Admission is charged.

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church 
West Boulevard, Chesterfield, SC 

The church building for Mt. Tabor on West Boulevard (in the 
National Register Historic District of Chesterfield) was completed 
in 1878. According to legend, a group of freedmen met in a brush 
arbor before erecting a building. A renovation project was recently 
completed on the building where services are still held. The origi-
nal church bell is located on the grounds of Mt. Tabor. View from 
outside; open on Sundays. (803) 623-3917. For special tours, contact 
Margaret C. Dotson, Historical Society of Chesterfield County, 
(843) 623-2984, e-mail: mcd@shtc.net

A stone marker near Riverside Park in Cheraw tells the story of 
bridges across the Pee Dee River

Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church
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Camp Welfare
6653 Camp Welfare Road , Winnsboro, SC

This is one of the two known such campgrounds in the Olde English 
District, and one of only a handful that remain in the state. Founded 
in 1878 and situated on eleven acres of land in rural Winnsboro, it 
includes Camp Welfare African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) 
Church, its cemetery, the open-air arbor and many small cinder-
block or wood houses known as tents. The annual religious and 
fellowship services or “camp meetings”, held in August, are very 
well-attended. The church, like many in the South, was started after 
the Civil War as a brush arbor church. Please contact before visiting: 
Ms. Michaela Brown, (803) 482-3633. e-mail: michaelabrown@
hotmail.com 

Fairfield Institute Marker
Congress Street, Winnsboro, SC

This grade school and normal institute for African Americans was 
founded in 1869 by Reverend Willard Richardson (a white minister 

from Delaware) of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. Richardson, 
the school’s first principal, intend-
ed for the institute to be a place to 
prepare African-American men 
for the ministry. By 1880, how-
ever, one hundred of its students 
were studying to be teachers and 
only twenty to enter the ministry. 
Despite the fact that the Fairfield 
Institute was thought of as a dis-
tinguished preparatory school, it 
suffered severe financial problems. 
In 1888 the school closed its doors 
and merged with Brainerd Institute 
in Chester. The original site of 
Fairfield Institute is located one 
block west of this marker.

Fortune Springs Park
Intersection of Park and High Streets, Winnsboro, SC

Formerly known as Fortune Woods, this garden’s “ponds” and 
resident ducks offer a pleasant contrast to other historic sites. The 
land that the garden occupies was owned by Captain John Buchanan 
who gave it to his slave, Pompey Fortune. This was done to show 
his appreciation for Pompey’s accompanying General Lafayette as 
a body servant during the Revolutionary War. Contact: Fairfield 
Chamber of Commerce, (803) 635-4242.

Isaiah Moore’s Grave Site    
Concord Presbyterian Church Cemetery

12032 US Hwy. 321 North, Woodward, SC
Isaiah Moore was a slave who belonged to a young son in the Brice 
family in the community of Woodward. One of the sons, Thomas, 
and Isaiah grew up together and became the best of friends. When 
the Brice son, by then Major Thomas W. Brice, was so severely 
injured in the War Between the States that he had to be left behind, 
Isaiah went out to search for him. After finding Thomas, Isaiah 
nursed him back to health. Isaiah’s deathbed request was that he 
be buried close to his master. On December 22, 1917 when he was 
around 75 years old, Isaiah died and was buried a few feet beyond 
the fence of Concord Presbyterian Church’s cemetery. More recent-
ly, the fence has been extended to include Isaiah Moore’s grave site 
on the inside. Located in Woodward Community, 14 miles south 
of Chester on US Hwy. 321.

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
Highway 34 East, Ridgeway, SC

The Lebanon Presbyterian Church was organized in 1872 and had 
its beginnings as a brush arbor. Like many of the post Civil War 
African-American Presbyterian churches, Lebanon was originally 
governed by white elders. In the early 1900s under the direction of 
its pastor, Reverend J. McCoy, the church opened the first parochial 
school for African-American students in Fairfield County. The 
school had an enrollment of between 75 and 100 students and oper-
ated for six months during the year. It ceased to exist in 1933 when 
it was taken over by the county. (803) 337-2188 or (803) 337-2213. 

Town Clock
Congress & Washington Streets, Downtown Winnsboro, SC

In 1785, the General Assembly of South Carolina authorized the 
establishment of a public market in the town of Winnsborough. On 
land donated by Robert Cathcart in the center of Washington Street, 
a site for a new market house and town clock was chosen. The 
work on purchasing the clock began around 1833 and the materials 
were ordered from Alsace, France. The clock was erected in 1837. 
In 1875, it became necessary to repair the clock tower. An Afri-

This marker is all that remains 
of Fairfield Institute

Scenic waterway at Fortune Springs Park



can-American carpenter, John 
Smart, of Winnsboro did the 
work and the present tower was 
erected. It has run for more than 
100 years thereby distinguishing 
itself as the longest, continu-
ously running town clock in the 
United States. The clock and the 
tower are the focal points of the 
Historic Downtown Winnsboro 
walking tour. The building also 
houses the Fairfield Chamber of 
Commerce. (803) 635-4242.

White Hall African Methodist Episcopal Church
Highway 215, Jenkinsville, SC

Having the distinction of being the first African-American church 
in Fairfield County, White Hall African Methodist Episcopal 
(AME) Church was built in 1867 on land donated by Moses Martin. 
Manton Latta Martin (who was to become the church’s first pas-
tor) and his two brothers, Jerry and John, started the movement to 
build this church in 1866. (803) 345-2947. View from outside; open 
on Sundays.

Battle of Boykin’s Mill
Hwy. 261 (4 miles off Hwy. 521), Boykin, SC

A marker notes the site of this Civil War battle which took place 
on April 18, 1865, one of the last during the conflict. On that day, 
about 250 Confederate soldiers and volunteers with the SC Home 
Guard fought the federal soldiers. The federal troops won the battle 
but their progress was delayed by a full day. During the conflict, 
First Lieutenant E. L. Stevens of the all-Negro 54th Massachusetts 
Infantry (depicted in the film, “Glory”, starring Denzel Washington 
and Morgan Freeman), was killed, thus distinguishing him as the 
last federal officer to die in the Civil War. The battle took place 
nine days after the end of the war had been declared. The 54th 
Massachusetts Infantry was the first group of former slaves and 
freemen to fight as a commissioned group. It is rumored that a 
slave in Boykin led soldiers of the 54th to the most strategic fighting 

locations in the surrounding woods. Twenty years later, the federal 
government sent a team to recover the bodies of the fallen soldiers. 
They were then buried in the National Cemetery in Florence, SC. 
This site has been named one of the top 10 Carolinas’ Civil War sites 
by John Blair in his book, “Touring the Carolinas’ Civil War Sites”.

 Sandy Level Baptist Church Cemetery
Youngs Bridge Road (Hwy 111) Bethune, SC

This church cemetery contains many unique headstones (including 
one in the shape of a lamb), some made of porcelain and a few made 
of cinder blocks and bricks. Domed headstones date back to 1848. 
Some of these feature a picture of the deceased; others have live plants 
under overturned jars and many have clocks set to the time of death. 
Several grave sites are decorated with live plants. Some citizens appear 
to have been buried in cement caskets with handles that are above 
ground. Several veterans of WWI, born as early as 1895, are buried in 
this cemetery. Directions: Travel 1.9 miles from town on US Hwy. 1 
South. Cross the bridge and turn right at Little Lynches Road. Take the 
paved road (SR28-111) for 1.8 miles to the cemetery on the left (across 
the road from Bethel Cemetery).

Bonds Conway House
 811 Fair Street, Camden, SC

This is the former home of Bonds Conway, believed to be the first black 
person in Camden to purchase his freedom and, subsequently, that of 
his family. Born a slave in Virginia, Bonds Conway moved to Camden 
in 1792 with his owners. An accomplished architect, the small clap-
board, superbly-constructed cottage-like house was built by Conway 
himself. Bonds Conway, the father of eleven children, died in 1843 at 
the age of 80. The house has been restored and is home to the Kershaw 
County Historical Society. Hours: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Thursdays. Other 
times by appointment only. (803) 425-1123.

Battle of Boykin’s 
Mill marker

This bowl marks one of the 
graves in the cemetery

Winnsboro Town Clock, repaired 
by African-American carpenter 
John Smart in 1875



Brook Benton Home
228 Ward Road, Lugoff, SC

This home (located on an acre of land that was once a part of the 
Ingleside Plantation) is the last United States’ residence of the leg-
endary pop singer most noted for his song, “Rainy Night in Geor-
gia”. Brook was born in Camden in September, 1931 as Benjamin 
Franklin Peay and learned gospel music from his parents. He began 
his career in New York City in 1951 and recorded prolifically for 
more than two decades. Brook had more than 20 gold records and 
40 top singles in his career. He was noted for writing his own music 
at a time when others in the recording industry considered this too 
risky to undertake. Brook Benton died at the age of 56. He is buried 
in the Unity United Methodist Church (formerly the Ephesus United 
Methodist Church-circa 1869-Cemetery) in Lugoff. Note: The home 
is private property. Please view from the street.

The Broom Place
 Hwy. 261 (Approx. 6 miles from I-20 South of Camden), Boykin, SC 

Built in 1740, the Broom Place is located in the heart of the Historic 
Boykin district. Brooms are made on original broom equipment 

(more than 100 years old) inside a one-room restored former slave 
house. Some of the original boards and furnishings remain. This 
area was living quarters for the slaves who worked on the farms and 
at the water-powered flour and grits mill. Hours: Monday - Friday, 
10:00am-5:00pm and Saturday, 10:30am-2:00pm. (803) 425-0933 
or (803) 469-2940 after 7:00pm.

Camden First United Methodist Church 
704 West DeKalb Street, Camden, SC

The church was founded in April 1866 as a part of the Seven Charg-
es of the Charleston District of the South Carolina Missions Confer-
ence. It was originally known as “Methodist Episcopal Church”. 
The site where Trinity is located was purchased in 1828 by the 
White Methodist Church and a wooden building was constructed 
next to the current structure for use by slaves. An African-American 
congregation began worship services here this site in 1872 when the 
white congregation relocated to what is now the Lyttleton Street 
United Methodist Church. In November 1875, the African Ameri-
cans at Trinity United Methodist Church purchased it from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The church was partially destroyed 
by fire in 1925. A total of 30,000 bricks were donated to rebuild the 
church and Richard D. Belton, a Camden-based African-American 
contractor, was hired to rebuild the church. After its completion, on 
June 28, 1928 the congregation marched from Mather Academy (a 
site of temporary worship) to the new building. When the Methodist 
church structure changed in 1972, the name was changed to Trinity 
United Methodist Church. After a more recent merger with another 
church, Trinity is now known as First United Methodist Church. 
803  (432) 3101. View from outside; open on Sundays.

Catoe Chapel Church of God In Christ 
2297-B Bethune Road (Hwy. 341), Bethune, SC

The vision for the Catoe Chapel began in 1946 when African 
Americans working on the Catoe plantation approached the owner 
for land to build a church closer to where they lived. Sometime 
between 1947-48, John Catoe donated the lumber from an old 
house and actually helped with the building of the church. In 1949, 
services began in a 16 x 14 foot building that was named Catoe 
Chapel Holiness Church in honor of her benefactor. The original 
church was remodeled and expanded three times. A new modern 
facility was dedicated on December 24, 1996 and sits on property 
adjacent to the original structure. The church’s founding mother, 
Mother Martha Brown, is buried in a cemetery located between 
the two church buildings. (803)  334-8480. View from outside; 
open on Sundays.

Cedar Cemetery 
Campbell Street (near King), Camden, SC

This cemetery was established in the early 1800s, as some cemetery 
markers date from that time. It may have been the only cemetery 
in Camden for Free People of Color as most of the town’s African-
American citizens who lived in and around the town from the early 
1800s until sometime well into the 1900s were buried here. It is 
probable that Bonds Conway and his wife Dorcas are buried in this 
cemetery, but without identifiable markers.

Former slave quarters now house the Broom Place

This sign announces your 
arrival at the Bonds Con-

way House



1

321

20

521

521

601

341

151

9

9

97

97

72

77

215

215

176

321

72
21

Union

Fairfield

Chester

York

Lancaster

Kershaw

Chesterfield



Jesse Horace Thomas House
707 DeKalb Street, Camden, SC 

This house was home to one of Camden’s first doctors, Jesse Horace 
Thomas. Thomas graduated from Claflin College in Orangeburg 
and attended medical school at Temple University. The family house 
at 705 DeKalb (circa 1848), was purchased by the Thomas family in 
1911. At the request of his mother, Jesse Horace returned to Camden 
to practice medicine after he received his medical degree. He and 
his wife, Hattie E. Smith, built a home next door where Dr. Thomas 
also had his practice. 

Mather Academy
on Campbell, between DeKalb and York Streets, Camden, SC 

This 19-acre site was the home of a multi-building campus of a 
private Methodist school for African Americans. It was established 
in 1867 by Sarah Babcock Mather who decided to create a school 
to “teach children of former slaves for whom no formal education 
existed”. The Browning Home and Mather Academy opened a 
school with boarding facilities for girls in 1887. The original cur-
riculum consisted of basic educational skills, instruction in social 
and family living and religion. Boys were enrolled for the first 
time in 1890 and the school had its first graduating class in 1893. 
In the 1930s Mather Academy was one of three schools in South 
Carolina to have a 12th grade. It merged with Boylan-Haven School 
of Jacksonville, Florida in 1959 and became known as the Boylan-
Haven-Mather Academy. Mather had a peak student population 
of 300 in the 1940s-50s. The Academy produced some of South 
Carolina’s most prominent African-American leaders in business, 
law, medicine and politics. One set of gates is all that remains of 
the campus. For more information on the school’s history, reunion 
photos and more, visit the alumni website: www.mathernaa.org 

Price House
724 Broad Street, Camden, SC

The Price House (c.1830), Camden’s oldest business/residential 
landmark, is a wonderful example of the Georgian-style structure 
of the Federal period. Susan Price, an African American, bought the 
building in the early 1900s. The downstairs housed a community 
store while the family lived in the upstairs apartment. It also served, 
for a period of time, as a boarding home for female students at nearby 
Mather (Boylan-Haven-Mather) Academy. The only known example 
of a 19th century store/residence in central South Carolina, the house 
is a part of Camden’s National Register District. For tours or more 
information, call  (803) 713-8009.

Swift Creek Baptist Church 
Hwy. 261 (approximately 6 miles from I-20 South of Camden) Boykin, SC
The Swift Creek Baptist Church, founded in 1787 with 55 mem-
bers, was built on an acre of land donated by the Boykin family. 
Slave galleries were built in this historic church and there is a slave 
graveyard behind it. The church has changed its name several times 
and has been used by both the Baptists and the Methodists. In the 
early 1930s it was abandoned for 60 years. In 1994 the church was 
refurbished and restored, producing a beautiful old structure. His-
torical records tell us that Dorcas Conway (c.1785-1826), the wife 

of Bonds Conway (1763-1843), was baptized at Swift Creek Baptist 
Church sometime prior to 1810. It is believed that there were at least 
two early congregations along Swift Creek, and this church is an 
outgrowth of those congregations. For tours or more information, 
call (803) 424-4731.

Clinton Cemetery
110 Clinton School Road (Behind Clinton Elementary School),      

Lancaster, SC
This cemetery is full of southern history with graves dating back 
to the 1890s. Many of the local residents buried here are among the 
most famous in Lancaster’s African-American history. One of the 
founders of Mount Carmel campground, noted businessman and 
politician, Isom Caleb Clinton’s grave and those of many of his 
relatives occupy a beautiful plot near the center of the cemetery.

Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church 
Johnson Street, Kershaw, SC

Clinton Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) Church 
is believed to have been the first separate African-American con-
gregation established in Kershaw in the early 20th century. The 
church was named for Isom Caleb Clinton, a former slave who was 
a prominent minister in the AME. Zion Church and was ordained a 
bishop in 1892. The present church was built in 1909 and has under-
gone few alterations since that time. It stands as an intact example of 
the Gothic Revival style church architecture common in the period, 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is repre-
sentative of an early 20th-century institution in Kershaw’s black 
community. (803) 475-8636. View from outside; open on Sundays.

The neatly manicured grave site of 
Isom Caleb Clinton



Lancaster Normal and Industrial Institute
Near 410 East Barr Street, Lancaster, SC

The Lancaster Normal and Industrial Institute was founded on the 
former site of the Pettey School, which had been established in 1879 
by the Reverend C. C. Pettey. Lancaster Institute began in 1887 as 

a boarding school for African-
American students. The Insti-
tute provided elementary and 
advanced training for students 
preparing to become teachers 
and industrial workers. It was 
closed in 1923. None of the build-
ings remain. A historical marker 
was erected in 1977 by the Lan-
caster County Historic Commis-
sion on the former site. 

Lancaster’s Wall of Fame
Corner of South Main and Dunlap Streets, Lancaster, SC

The Wall honors community natives who have contributed sig-
nificantly to society. Included among the likenesses of Andrew 
Jackson, our seventh president, US astronaut, Charles Duke and 
others is Nina Mae McKinney, actress and Broadway star. Ms. 
McKinney was the first African-American actress to perform in a 
sound movie, Hallelujah, directed by the famed King Vidor (MGM 
Studios) in 1929. She also starred with the great Paul Robeson in 
the film, Sanders of the River in 1935. In 1938, Nina was inducted 
into the Black Film Makers Hall of Fame. Her singing, acting and 
dancing techniques served as a model for such successors as Lena 
Horne and Dorothy Dandridge. She died at age 54 in New York on 
May 3, 1967.

Mount Carmel Campground
4336 Mount Carmel Road, Heath Springs, SC 

The second of the two known such campgrounds in the Olde Eng-
lish District, Mount Carmel was organized by a former slave, Isom 
Caleb Clinton, and members of the Mount Carmel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) Church in 1870. From its inception, 
the campground has been an interdenominational gathering place 
that combined religious services with fellowship. There is a large 
open-air arbor in the center of the complex which is surrounded 
by approximately 100 small cinder-block or wood houses known 
as tents. Hundreds participate in the annual ecumenical services 
which are held the first Wednesday through Sunday in September. 
In 1981 Mount Carmel was placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. Location: 1.7 miles from the intersection of New Hope 
and Mount Carmel Roads. View from outside; open on Sundays. 
(803) 285-4254.

Steele Hill AME Zion Church
6021 Charlotte Highway, Lancaster, SC

This church was organized in 1870 to meet the spiritual needs of the 
community north of the town of Lancaster. For quite a while, prayer 
meetings were held in different homes. On February 10, 1880, four 
and eleven tenths acres were sold to the Board of Trustees by Mr. 
A. W. Heath to be used for a church and educational purposes only. 

This marker is all that remains 
of the Lancaster Normal and
Industrial Institute

The likeness of Nina Mae McKinney is prominent
on the Wall of Fame

Mt. Carmel A.M.E. Zion Church
The “tents” are shown in the background

Steele Hill AMEZ church



The first worship service was held under a brush arbor, similar in 
design to the one that exists today at this location. In 1885, the first 
church building was constructed. Steele Hill is known for its great 
camp meetings held annually in September. Growing in member-
ship, Steele Hill is creating a spiritual foundation of love, peace and 
harmony.  (803) 285-7850.

Unity Baptist Church 
112 East Sumter Street, Kershaw, SC

The congregation of Unity Baptist Church was organized in 1909 as 
an outgrowth of Kershaw’s First Baptist Church. Unity is believed 
to be the second separate black church established in Kershaw, 
in the early 20th century. The congregation originally met in the 
homes of its various members. The new sanctuary was built by 
Deacon George L. Shropshire, a local carpenter and contractor. The 
Reverend A. W. Hill became the church’s first full-time minister in 
1911 while he was still a student at Benedict College in Columbia. 
Hill’s successor, the Reverend L. C. Jenkins was the first pastor to 
occupy the parsonage (c.1922) adjacent to the church. Unity Baptist 
Church has undergone few alterations since its construction and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. (803) 475-4330. 
View from outside; open on Sundays.

Corinth Baptist Church
302 North Herndon Street, Union, SC 

Corinth Baptist Church was constructed in 1894 as the first sepa-
rate building to house the first black congregation in Union. The 
congregation was established around 1883 and first held services 
in the former Old Union Methodist Church. The owner of the mill 
that stood on an adjacent lot purchased the lot and building from 
the congregation for $600 in 1893. The congregation purchased 
the lot on which the Corinth Baptist Church now stands in January 

1894, and the building was completed by the end of the year. The 
church which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is 
a late 19th-century vernacular interpretation of architectural styles 
common to religious buildings in the region. View from outside; 
open on Sundays.

Tenant Farmer’s Cabin at Rose Hill Plantation 
State Historic Site

Sardis Road (County Road 16) Union, SC 
Rose Hill Mansion (c.1828-1832) was home to Governor William 
Henry Gist, who led South Carolina to secede from the Union 
just before the Civil War. The mansion is an example of Greek 
Revival-style architecture and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The 44-acres of grounds include formal rose gar-
dens, an heirloom vegetable garden, kitchen house, tenant farmer 
(sharecropper)’s cabin and two nature trails. The site became a state 
historic site in 1960. Special public programs are held on a regular 
basis, and the mansion is open daily for tours. The park is open from 
9am to 6pm daily. Mansion tours: 1pm-4pm daily. Special and group 
tours by appointment. Nominal charge for tours. Location: County 
Road 16 (Sardis Road), 8 miles south of Union. (864) 427-5966.

Union Community Hospital Building 
Between Main and Enterprise Streets, Union, SC

After receiving his degree from Meharry Medical College in Nash-
ville, TN, Dr. Lawrence W. Long opened a medical office in Union. 
When several of his critically ill African-American patients were not 
allowed admittance to white hospitals, Dr. Long realized the need for 
a hospital that would admit his patients. Subsequently, in November 
of 1932, he founded the Union County Hospital in a rented two-story 
frame building in Downtown Union. It was the first in the state to be 
headed by a black physician. Preventive medical services and mass 
immunizations were also provided at the Union Community Hospital. 
Its immunization program was so successful that other health care 
facilities throughout the county adopted its procedures. Around 1934, 
Dr. Long began to sponsor annual medical clinics in Union which 
attracted doctors of all races from many southern states. These clinics 
provided many African-American doctors with the opportunity to 
upgrade their skills in the face of segregation. Among the many guest 

Unity Baptist Church

Tenant farmer’s cabin at Rose Hill



physicians who attended the conferences was Charles Drew, M.D., 
the inventor of blood plasma. Dr. Long was named “Doctor of the 
Year” in 1957 by the National Medical Association. Not only was 
Dr. Long an innovator in the medical profession, he also advocated 
integration in the community in the 1930s. This idea was as unpopular 
with many of his African-American colleagues as it was with most 
white southerners. Dr. Long died in 1985. Though no longer used as a 
hospital, the building still stands. Efforts are under way to turn it into 
the L. W. Long Resource Center in honor of Dr. Long and his legacy. 
Contact: Modest Keenan  (864) 427-4940.

Blue Branch Presbyterian Church
Near 756 Blanton Road, Sharon, SC

One of the oldest African-American church in the region. It was 
established shortly after the Civil War and is called the mother of all 
other local black churches. The grave of Ellison Sanders, who “was 
killed in 1884 because of his Democratic Principles,” is located behind 
the church and the marker states that it was “erected by his white 
friends”. Although regular services are no longer held at Blue Branch, 
the Friends of Blue Branch hold a camp meeting at the church on the 
first Sunday afternoon in September each year. For information call 
(800) 968-5909.

The Carroll School
4789 Mobley Store Road,  Rock Hill, SC

The Carroll School was built in 1929, a part of the Rosenwald Ini-
tiative.  The Rosenwald School Building Program has been called 
one the “most influential philanthropic force that came to the aid 
of Negroes at that time.” It began in 1912 when Booker T. Wash-
ington approached Julius Rosenwald, President of Sears, Roebuck 
and Company, with an idea for a pilot program that was to have a 
dramatic impact on the face of the rural South. Washington’s idea 
eventually led to the creation of the Julius Rosenwald Foundation. 
This foundation provided seed grants for the construction of more 
than 5,300 buildings in 15 states, including schools, shops, and 

teachers’ houses which were built by and for African Americans. 
The doors of Carroll School were closed in 1954. Largely due to the 
efforts of Rock Hill School District Three, this building has been 
restored, and is used for a fifth grade unit of study in which students 
visit the Rosenwald School on a rotating schedule to learn about the 
effects of the Great Depression in their community and to preserve 
the oral and physical history of the African American community 
before it was lost. (803) 981-5730. 

Clinton Junior College
1029 Crawford Road, Rock Hill, SC

Founded in 1894 
by the Rever-
end Dr. Nero 
Crockett and the 
Reverend W.M. 
Robinson, it was 
named for the 
presiding Bish-
op of the South 
Carolina Confer-
ence of the Afri-
can Methodist 
Episcopal Zion 
(AMEZ) Church 
at that time, Caleb Isom Clinton. Clinton Institute, as it was original-
ly called, served as a boarding high school and provided a very high 
quality education to hundreds of newly freed black citizens. The 
name was later changed to Clinton Normal and Industrial Institute 
and the school was authorized to grant state teachers certificates. 
Today, Clinton Junior College is focused on providing a quality 
liberal arts education and retains close ties to the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) Church. (803) 327-7402.

Confederate Park
Main Street, Fort Mill, SC

The park is home to an obelisk monument which was dedicated by 
families in the area in honor of faithful slaves. This is probably the 
only monument of its kind in the South. It reads: “1860 Dedicated 
to the faithful slaves who, loyal to a sacred trust, toiled for the sup-
port of the Army. With matchless devotion and with sterling fidelity 
guarded our defenseless homes, women and children during the 
struggle for principles of our Confederate States of America. 1865”. 
Contact: Fort Mill Chamber of Commerce,  (803) 547-5900.

Emmett Scott School & Neighborhood Center
801 Crawford Road, Rock Hill, SC 

In 1919 a bond election was held to raise $75,000 to build a combined 
grammar and high school for black children in the southern part of 
Rock Hill. The school was built in 1920 and its first principal was 
Professor Frank Neal. It was named for Emmett J. Scott who became 
secretary of Tuskegee Institute in 1898 and served as Assistant 
Secretary of War during WWI. In 1970 the school was closed. The 
city of Rock Hill purchased the property from the school district 
and dedicated it as a neighborhood center in 1973. Special tours by 
appointment. (803) 329-5661.

Clinton Junior College

The former Union County Hospital



Former Hermon Presbyterian Church Building
446 South Dave Lyle Boulevard, Rock Hill, SC

The church building which dates back to the 1890s is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Although architecturally 
significant—the brick building is dominated by a three-story bell 
tower—Hermon Presbyterian Church has also played a valuable 
role in the history of the community. Founded by former slaves 

in 1869, it provided educa-
tional opportunities before 
the public schools were 
open to African-American 
children. This building was 
sold by Hermon Presby-
terian Church prior to the 
construction of a new wor-
ship center on Heckle Bou-
levard. The new owner is 
restoring the structure and 
plans are to use it for a cen-
ter of community activities. 
For more information, call 
(803) 327-6015.

Friedheim (Evergreen) Cemetery
Heckle Boulevard (Hwy. 901), between Ogden and  Friedheim Roads 

Rock Hill, SC
Many local African-American leaders are buried in this cemetery, 
including Reverend M.P. Hall, founder and president of Friendship 
College, Ida Mae Barber, a teacher at Emmett Scott School and J. 
A. Gatlings, a local doctor. The cemetery has fallen into a state of 
disrepair over the years, but recently, a group of concerned citizens 
volunteered to clean up and look after the area. It appears that there 
are more than 100 graves dating from the early 1900s to the late 
1940s in the cemetery.

Friendship College
Allen Street near the intersection of Allen and Black streets, Rock Hill, 

SC
Sponsored by the African-American Baptist churches of Chester 
and York counties, Friendship Normal and Industrial Institute 
opened its doors in October 1891. The school, which operated from 
a local church, offered students the basics in education and moral 
instruction from the King James Bible. During the 1920s and 1930s 
the school trained African-American teachers. Administrative and 
financial problems contributed to the closing of the college in the 
1980s. None of the buildings remain, but there is a beautiful gate at 
the entrance to campus. A monument to the school’s first president, 
Reverend M. P. Hall, stands solemnly just inside the gate.

Friendship Nine Lunch Counter                              
(at Old Town Bistro) 

135 East Main Street, Rock Hill, SC
Old Town Bistro is located in the McCrory’s building in downtown 
Rock Hill. McCrory’s was a department store founded by a Penn-
sylvania entrepreneur named John McCrory. McCrory’s opened its 
first store in Rock Hill, SC in 1918. The building became known as 
the “McCrory’s Building.” By 1960 McCrory’s had begun calling 
its stores “McCrory’s 5-10-25 cent Variety Store” It was during this 
decade that McCrory’s became the target for civil rights protesters 
in the south. Like most other retail establishments, McCrory’s stores 
did not allow blacks to eat at their lunch counters. African-Amer-
icans could shop in the stores and purchase take-out orders, but 
were not allowed to sit at lunch 
counters and eat along with 
white customers. Beginning 
in 1960, the Rock Hill McCro-
ry’s, along with Woolworth’s 
and several other downtown 
establishments, was the site of 
several lunch counter sit-ins. 
Protestors (9 young men) from 
the nearby “Friendship Junior 
College” targeted McCrory’s 
and Woolworth’s on February 
12, 1960, resulting in the lunch counters being closed for several 
days. The most famous of these protests occurred at McCrory’s on 
January 31, 1961, and resulted in the “Friendship Nine” incident, 
and garnered national attention because of the “jail, no bail” strat-
egy. This previously untried strategy lessened the huge financial 
burden civil rights groups were facing as the “sit-in” movement 
spread across the South, ultimately changing the face of American 
business by granting equal service to African-Americans. On Janu-
ary  27, 2007, the Culture and Heritage Commission of York County 
unveiled a historical marker at the site. Restaurant hours: Mon- Fri. 
10:30 am-10 pm and Sat. and Sun. 7 am-10 pm. (803) 327-9222. 
www.rholdtownbistro.com

Hermon Presbyterian 
Church Building
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Six of the Friendship Nine - 1st row(l-r): Jim Wells, Willie McLeod, 
Thomas Gaither; 2nd row (l-r): Clarence Graham, W.T. “Dub” 
Massey, David Williamson, Jr. Not pictured: Mack Workman, John 
Gaines and Robert McCullough

The Friendship Nine lunch counter



the surrounding communities attended Jefferson High School. 
Some of the feeder schools for Jefferson were: Jefferson Elemen-
tary, Sharon Grove Elementary, Rainey Town Elementary, Cedar 
Grove Elementary, Langrum Branch Elementary, Cherry Grove 
Elementary, Gold Hill Elementary and Hopewell Elementary. The 
class of 1970 was Jefferson’s last graduating class the school closed 
in 1971. The Rosenwald building, the Barracks and the gymnasium 
were torn down in 1977.

Mount Prospect Baptist Church
339 West Black Street, Rock Hill, SC

Mount Prospect Baptist Church was born in a prayer meeting at a 
private home in the 1880s. When the group outgrew home meetings, 
a brush arbor was built in which the first church was organized. Rev. 
Thomas S. Gilmore was selected as Mount Prospect’s first pastor. 
He would serve as the leader of the church for over 40 years until 
his death in 1935. W. M. Ambers, A. Hart, and A. Long were the 
first deacons to be appointed to the church. After the brush arbor, 
a small frame building was erected on the campus of Friendship 
Junior College in Rock Hill. The church and the college would 
enjoy a long and fruitful relationship for over seventy years as 
each institution grew and prospered. Rev. Gilmore was a staunch 
supporter of the college and served on its Board of Trustees. The 
church family provided many years of service to the college and 
its students, and many college program were held in the church 
building. Rev. Gilmore was ahead of his time in that he allowed 
the first woman to pray openly in church, a practice not observed 
in other churches at the time. In 1900, the church was rebuilt under 
the leadership of Rev. Gilmore near the site of the present church. 
The building was destroyed by fire in 1914 and rebuilt in brick a 
year later. (803) 329-2772. View from outside or call ahead for an 
appointment. Open on Sundays.

Museum of York County
Corner of Museum and Mt. Gallant Roads, Rock Hill, SC

In addition to exhibits on the natural and cultural history of the 
Carolina Piedmont, the museum collection includes more than 
200 mounted African animals and displays of tribal dress and 

Historic Brattonsville
1444 Brattonsville Road, McConnells, SC

On the evening of July 11, 1780, a regiment of British and Tory 
soldiers led by Captain Huck arrived at the Bratton’s home 
in search of Colonel William Bratton. When questioned about 
her husbands whereabouts, Martha Bratton refused to divulge 
his location. Meanwhile, the Bratton’s faithful servant, Watt, warned 
Colonel Bratton and his troops. The warning enabled the troops to 
prepare for and defeat the British in what is known as the Battle of 
Huck’s Defeat (reenacted each July on the original site). A marker 
has been erected on the grounds in honor of Watt and his wife, Polly, 
which reads: Sacred to the memory of Watt who died December 
1837. During the War he served his master, Col. W. Bratton faith-
fully and his children with the same fidelity until his death. Also, 
Polly, his wife who died July 1838. Who served the same family 
with equal faithfulness. Historic Brattonsville presents numerous 
programs and re-enactments of revolutionary and plantation life. 
Special programming includes “By the Sweat of Our Brows” and 
“Christmas Candlelight Tours”. Open year-round, except New Years 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Hours: 
Monday - Saturday, 10:00am - 5:00pm; Sunday, 1:00pm - 5:00pm. 
Admission is charged. (803) 684-2327 or www.chmuseums.org

Site of Jefferson High School
Pinckney Street, York, SC 

The first Jefferson School was built in 1888 through the efforts of 
York’s Wesley United Methodist Church, aided by a public fund-
raising program. This building was a five-room wooden structure 
located at the end of West Jefferson Street near the church. In 1924 
a new two-story wooden building was constructed on Pinckney 
Street. This was replaced by the first brick building, a Rosenwald 
structure in the 1930s which was used for high school classes. Black 
students in grades 1-12 attended the Jefferson School which prior 
to 1949 consisted of two buildings: a two-frame building called the 
Barracks, built in 1946 and the Rosenwald structure. The gymna-
sium was built in 1949, the Senior High and Industrial Arts buildings 
in 1955 and the Annex was added in 1963. All black students from 

Costumed interpreter at Historic Brattonsville discusses the
significance of Watt’s marker with visitors.

A brick slave cabin at Historic Brattonsville



ing. She once said, “Farming is who I am. If someone asks me what 
I do, I say, I’m a farmer.’ And only later do I say, Oh, and I also do 
some writing.’” Often during the growing and harvesting seasons, 
a lucky traveler can find Dori at the roadside market, autographing 
books, telling stories and entertaining customers as only she can. 
Seasonal during daylight hours, or until the produce runs out. www.
dorisanders.com

Sharon Methodist Church
Ed Bookout Road (near intersection of Hwy. 322 & Hwy. 324)    

McConnells, SC
Also known as Sharon AME, Sharon Methodist Church and Old 
Sharon School were founded by local African-American citizens 
in the late 1800s. Although the church no longer exists, the school, 
a one room red stucco building still stands. Located here as well, 
is the church cemetery where one of the local citizens who helped 
found the school and church, Frank Porter, is buried.

Union Baptist Church
Hwy. 274 (west of Rock Hill), Newport, SC

One of the oldest in the county, Union Baptist was organized in 
1867 by Reverend Barney Humphrey and was first called Sardis 
Church after the name of the nearby white Baptist church where 
the black and white congregations had once worshiped together. 
In 1871 Ku Klux Klan raids caused many of the members to flee 
the area. Some of those who had fled returned and reorganized the 
church in 1874. By 1879 the congregation had grown from twelve 
members to seventy. A conflict arose within the church and some 
of the members left and started their own church called Bethany. In 
July 1892 the pastors of these two churches succeeded in rejoining 
the congregations into one and called the new church Union Baptist 
Church. (803) 366-1556.

Wesley United Methodist Church
110 West Jefferson Street, York, SC

Church records verify Wesley was organized in 1866, thus making 
it the oldest African-American Methodist church in York County, 
and the oldest African-American church in the region. View from 
outside; open on Sundays. (803) 684-3346.

artifacts. Learning opportunities include a planetarium, nature trail 
and permanent and changing exhibits. Displays of African cultural 
artifacts showcase the diversity unique to the continent of Africa. 
Although its African collection is on exhibit throughout the year, 
the museum holds its “Africa Alive” festival on the last Saturday in 
February annually. The festival is a day of celebration of African 
culture, featuring music, dance, crafts, foods and more. Open year-
round, except New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10:00am - 5:00pm; 
Sunday, 1:00pm - 5:00pm. Admission is charged. FREE admission 
every Sunday. (803) 329-2121 or www.chmuseums.org 

Nanny’s Mountain
West of Lake Wylie, between SC 49 and SC 274, Clover, SC

This monadnock is a little-known gem full of history dating back 
to before the American Revolution. The iron mines located here  
helped fuel the Carolina Piedmont’s first major industry—iron-
works—which employed hundreds of slaves and skilled workers 
and produced everything from kettles to cannons. Many historians 
also believe Nanny’s Mountain was a stop for runaway slaves on the 
Underground Railroad. The highest point in the county, Nanny’s 
Mountain rises to 981 feet above sea level, and offers unique views 
of Lake Wylie’s shoreline, Charlotte’s skyscrapers and neighboring 
peaks of Kings Mountain, Crowders Mountain and Henry’s Knob. 
Open to the public. Amenities include a gravel parking area at the 
base, two walking trails, picnic tables, and educational facilities. 
Location: West of Lake Wylie, between S.C. 49 and S.C. 274, near 
Clover. For more information, call (800) 922-7272. www.sctrails.
net/trails/ALLTRAILS/hiking/Midlands/Nanny’sMountain.html

Sanders Peach Farm and Roadside Market
2275 Filbert Highway (Filbert Community, York),  SC 

The farm is home to Dorinda “Dori” Sanders, the best-selling 
author and peach farmer from Filbert. In 1990 her book, Clover, was 
published for which she received the Lillian Smith Award. Later it 
was made into a TV movie. Dori’s latest novel is entitled Her Own 
Place. Summer months find her doing what she really loves: farm-

Dori sits and chats with a customer at the roadside stand

The Africa Alive festival is held annually
at the Museum of York County


